
Tombs and Treasure—Ancient Egypt 

Key Facts 

• The Ancient Egyptian people were one of the most powerful civilisations. 

• Most Egyptian towns and cities were built next to the River Nile. 

• They had Pharaohs instead of Kings. 

• The River Nile flooded every year and farmers used this to create their sea-
sons. 

• Egyptian people used the Nile for food, water, transport, trade and soil. 

• Pharaohs were buried in tombs inside Pyramids.  

• Pyramid tombs were often filled with treasure. 

• When Pharaohs died, they were mummified and buried in a special coffin 
called a Sarcophagus. 

• Howard Carter was the archaeologist who discovered Tutankhamun’s tomb 
in 1922. 

Key vocabulary 

Pharaoh Egyptian King 

Civilisation A group of people who live 
somewhere. 

Tomb Where someone is buried. 

Sarcophagus A large, stone box that held a 
mummy’s coffin. 

Canopic Jars Jars to keep the organs in. 

Irrigation A system of watering crops. 

Hieroglyphs Egyptian letter symbols 

Papyrus A plant that was used to make 
paper. 

Tutankhamun 

• One of the most famous Pharaohs. 
• His tomb was discovered by Howard Carter 

and still had everything inside it. 
• He was only ten years old when he became 

Pharaoh and was known as the ‘boy king’. 
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